
òBURN MEASUREMENTó 
òDRAW KNOTó 

Iõm 62 years old and I take for 
granted all of the things I have 
learned. I should have put this 
procedure in the deck article.  
I am at the age where that I drive  
up to  a supply store and have to 
sit there a few seconds and t ry 
to  figure out why I came there in 
the  first place.  
I have been working with some  
B aptist Men and some Habitat 
Men the last few days and they  
suggested these articles.  
I was cutting some 4x4 support 
post to go under the girder 
beams  t o the concrete pier 
footings we had installed on 
some decks and 2 of them came 
over and were  watching and ask 
how I was  calculating the length 
of the 4x4õs. 
If y ou are holding a measuring 
tape in your hand you are holding 
the fastest calculator in the  
world for calculating ad d on 
measurements.  
If you have a board 23 13/16õs 
long and  you want to add a 
board to the end of this one and 
make the two boards that will be 
48 ¼ ó long when you put the 
boards end to end, you could sit  
down and maybe calculate the 
board  to be added on. I  can do it 
in 3 seconds, so can you.  
Take your tape and pull it out to  
about 50ó and lock it, put the 
tape on one end at exactly 48¼ ó 
at one end, then go to the other  
end , where the tape is going past 
the end,  and read it. It will read 
24  7/16ó. 3 seconds. 

We were building some small 
decks and  had  poured the pier 
footings and I took a 6õ level and 
set it against the  house and the 
top of the level was at the 
bottom of the door  threshold 
where we wanted the  t op of the 
deck to be. I got the level 
exactly level  and measured f rom 
the top of the level to the 
finis hed top of the pier footing;  
it was 28¾ ó. 
The deck frame had a 5½ ó girder, 
5½ ó frame and 1½ ó deck boards, 
all of these measured 12½ ó. 
I went over and got a 4x4 and 
put  the measurement 12½ ó on 
the end of t he 4x4 (I let the tape 
extend past the end of the 4x4 
12Ĳó) and  then marked 27¾ ó, 
then we attached 1ó high post 
anchor and we had a post 
elevation of 16ĳó plus 12Ĳó 
equals 28Ĵó. This was a simple 
one, but you will run into some 
that have 1/16ths in them, a nd 
they are not so simple.  
Y ou will use this procedure more 
than you would think.  
If I am building cabinets and I  have 
a 1¾ ó style on the left side and a 
2 ó style on the right and th is is a 
filler cabinet and I need  a 29¼ ó 
face frame, I simple put the two 
styles side by side. Tight, using a 
clamp, t hen I put the  
measurement 29¼ ó on one edge 
of the two styles , read the burn 
measurement,  and it tells me I 
need a 2 5½ ó rail to go between 
the se two styles to make a 29¼ ó 
face frame.  

 



DRAW KNOT  
 
We were loading ma terial and I  
took a rope and tied a draw 
knot to  secure the load and then 
I showed  som e of the men how to 
tie it. You have to follow the 
procedures  exactly as shown.  
Mos t people simply tie a loop in a 
rop e and then use the loop to 
draw th e rope tight and t hen 
when they go to  untie the loop 
they tied it is usually tight and 
nearly impossible to undo.  

 
 
The first thing you do is to make 
a rig ht hand twist in the rope 
about 2õ from the end where 
that you  want to pull from. 
Expand these  pictures and look 
very closely. This is not as easy 
as it looks, but when  you undo it 
you have no knots to untie.  
 
 
 
 
 
      

 
 
Next you clamp the twist with 
your  left hand and go down the 
rope about 12ó, and take this 
part you hav e in your right hand 
and put a loop  into the twi st you 
made (about 2ó) an d it will look 
like the picture above . See the 
big loop on the left; this is the 
draw loop y ou are going to use 
to draw the rope tight.  

 
 
Th en take the end of the rope 
and put i t through the big loop 
and pull the rope tight and ti e it 
off.  Looks simple. It is, and handy.  


